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As a nonprofit organization dedicated to downtown revitalization, Sterling Main
Street is committed to strengthening the heart of our community—supporting locally
owned businesses and advancing historic preservation–based economic
development. Rooted in a legacy of industry, craftsmanship, and resilience, we are
proud to invite you to participate in the 2026 Sterling Main Street Partnership
Campaign—an opportunity to invest in the people, places, and experiences that
continue to shape a downtown that will 

Your partnership plays a vital role in forging a vibrant downtown. By supporting
Sterling Main Street, you align your business or organization with meaningful
community impact and help fuel the programs that bring people together—from
signature events and family-friendly activities to placemaking initiatives that
strengthen the look, feel, and identity of downtown Sterling.

We believe a strong downtown is essential to the overall prosperity of Sterling. With
your investment, we can continue to create welcoming experiences, support small
businesses, preserve our historic character, and build momentum for the future.
Partnership opportunities are designed to offer meaningful recognition while
allowing you to connect with residents and visitors throughout the year.

We invite you to partner with Sterling Main Street in 2026 and become part of the
ongoing story of downtown Sterling—a place forged by history, strengthened by
community, and full of heart. We welcome the opportunity to discuss a partnership
that aligns with your goals and helps create lasting impact.

Gratefully,

Janna Groharing
Janna Groharing
Executive Director
Sterling Main Street

Downtown Sterling will                your Heart in 2026Steel

Contact me:

Email:  janna@sterlingmainstreet.org

Office:  815.626.8610

Cell/Text: 815.625.1248

Steel Your Heart.



In addition to the event sponsorships outlined herein, there are many other

meaningful ways to support the ongoing work of Sterling Main Street.

UNRESTRICTED DONATIONS provide the greatest flexibility, allowing funds to be

used where the need is greatest—supporting programs, projects, and opportunities

as they arise. In-kind contributions are also welcomed and play an important role by

offsetting program costs and providing essential goods or services that help our

initiatives succeed.

Unrestricted Giving, Volunteerism & 

Downtown Beautification

Supporters may also contribute to downtown

beautification efforts, including FLOWER

BASKETS. While gifts of any amount are

appreciated, donations of $350 or more allow

donors to “adopt” a basket and be recognized with

a hanging flag displayed throughout the season.

As a community-led organization, VOLUNTEERS 

are the driving force behind everything we do. From our 

Board of Directors and event committees to the many helping hands before, during,

and after each event, volunteer support makes our work possible. We offer a wide

range of opportunities for individuals of all ages and abilities to get involved—each

one playing a vital role in making Downtown Sterling the best it can be. 



*Contact us to discuss a tailored
partnership package to meet your specific
objectives!

EVENT DATES
Car Show 

Sunday, May 3, 2026
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Cruise-Ins
6:00-8:00 PM

Friday, June 5, 2026
Friday, July 3, 2026

Friday, August 7, 2026
Friday, September 4, 2026

EVENT DETAILS
Our signature Car Show returns
for its 12th year, celebrating a
decade-plus tradition that draws
car enthusiasts and families
downtown. 

Due to popular demand, we’ve
added a 4  Cruise-In night—
expanding opportunities to
connect with the community
through classic cars, live music,
and free, family-friendly fun.

th

DEADLINE
March 15, 2026

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

 V12 - $3,500

Onsite presence at all 5 events, if desired

“Presented by” recognition in all event advertising and onsite

signage, including website & social media.

Recognition on event cups & koozies distributed at the

events. 

V8 - $1,000-3,499

Recognition in ads/fliers

Onsite banner recognition (large logo)and mentions during

the event

Logo on SMS website

Mention on social media pages and all event related posts

Onsite presence, if desired, at choice of 1 event date per

$1,000 of sponsorship

V6 - $500-999

Recognition in ads/fliers

Onsite banner recognition (small logo)

Logo on SMS website

Logo/mention on min of 2 social media posts

4 BANGER - $250-499

Onsite banner recognition (line list)

Logo on SMS website

Logo/mention on min of 2 social media posts

ECO BOOST - <$250

Name listed on SMS website



NEW! 

*Contact us to discuss a tailored
partnership package to meet your
specific objectives!

EVENT DATE
Saturday, July 25, 2026

2:00 - 8:00 PM

EVENT DETAILS
Anchored in the 100 block of East 3rd
Street, Sterling Street Fest is a
community-centered, family-friendly
downtown celebration featuring live
music, a wide-variety of vendors and
children’s activities, curated to bring
people together, create shared
experiences, and strengthen residents’
connection to Downtown Sterling.

This event is not intended to be a
fundraiser. Instead, it serves as an
investment in long-term downtown
vitality by building awareness, positive
perception, and community pride!

DEADLINE
May 1, 2026

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

SIGNATURE- $1,000+

Presenting level recognition in all ads/fliers
Onsite banner recognition (large logo) and
mentions during the event
Logo on SMS website
Mention on social media pages and all event
related posts
Event presence if desired 

      
CORNERSTONE - $500-999

Recognition in ads/fliers
Onsite banner recognition (small logo)
Logo on SMS website
Mention on min. of 2 social media posts

COMMUNITY BUILDER - $250-499

Onsite banner recognition (line list)
Logo on SMS website
Mention on min. of 2 social media posts

FRIEND OF MAIN STREET - <$250

Name listed on SMS website



*Contact us to discuss a tailored
partnership package to meet your
specific objectives!

EVENT DATE
Saturday, October 10, 2026

2:00 - 6:00 PM

EVENT DETAILS
Brewed up in 2017, Hops on the
Rock has become a well-loved
annual craft beer event held at
the Sterling Marketplace. This
event brings together beer
enthusiasts for tastings of local
and regional brews, live music,
and a relaxed, social atmosphere.
Sponsoring Hops on the Rock
provides valuable brand visibility,
direct engagement with a loyal
adult audience, and the
opportunity to support a long-
standing community favorite.

DEADLINE
August 15, 2026

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

SIGNATURE - $1,000+

Recognition in all ads/fliers
Logo on SMS website
Mention on social media pages and all event
related posts
2 VIP tickets to the event

CORNERSTONE - $500-999

Recognition in ads/fliers
Logo on SMS website
Mention on min. of 2 social media posts
2 General Admission tickets to the event

COMMUNITY BUILDER - $250-499

Logo on SMS website
Mention on min. of 2 social media posts

FRIEND OF MAIN STREET - <$250

Name listed on SMS website



*Contact us to discuss a tailored
partnership package to meet your
specific objectives!

EVENT DATE
Friday, December 4, 2026

5:00 - 8:00 PM

EVENT DETAILS
This beloved holiday tradition,
presented jointly by Sterling Main
Street and the Sauk Valley Area
Chamber of Commerce, invites
families and visitors to enjoy the
magic of Christmas throughout the
downtown, featuring Sterling’s
annual Tree Lighting, holiday
activities, local shopping and more.
Sponsorship offers a meaningful
opportunity to align your business
with a high-visibility, feel-good event
that celebrates community, supports
local businesses, and creates lasting
holiday memories for residents and
visitors alike.

DEADLINE
October 15, 2026

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

SIGNATURE - $1,000+

Recognition in all ads/fliers
Logo on SMS website
Mention on social media pages and all event
related posts
Event presence if desired

CORNERSTONE - $500-999

Recognition in all ads/fliers
Logo on SMS website
Mention on min. of 2 social media posts

COMMUNITY BUILDER - $250-499

Logo on SMS website
Mention on min. of 2 social media posts

FRIEND OF MAIN STREET - <$250

Name listed on SMS website



               

Sponsorship opportunities are also available for

the TWIN CITY FARMERS MARKET’s special

event days, including: 

Earth Day Bash - April 25

Harvest Moon Festival - September 26

Twin City Monster Market - October 31

Donor support may also be directed to additional

Sterling Main Street initiatives, including the

SHOPPES AT GRANDON PLAZA, a retail

incubator space designed to grow small

businesses and support local entrepreneurs, as

well as efforts to celebrate local history and

culture through public MURALS and other

PUBLIC ART installations. 

Each contribution helps strengthen Downtown

Sterling and invests in a vibrant, welcoming

community for residents, visitors and businesses

alike. 

STERLING MAIN STREET
located in the Sanborn Building
15 E. 3rd Street
Sterling, IL 61081
Phone:  815.626.8610

info@sterlingmainstreet

www.sterlingmainstreet.org

@SterlingMainStreet

We look forward to working with you!

 ArtEntrepreneurs &


