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2024 was a year of growth, community engagement, and significant achievements for Sterling Main
Street. We are grateful for the unwavering support of our community. Together, we continue to
make Downtown Sterling a vibrant and thriving hub, and we look forward to continuing this
momentum in the coming year.

The Twin City Farmers Market has been a
cornerstone of the community in 2005. In 2024 the
Market hosted 77 different vendors throughout the
year. Starting in May, qualifying Vendors began
accepting SNAP, and with the addition of the Link
Up Illinois grant program, it has been a game-
changer, bringing in 68 new customers and
generating over $8,500 in sales in just eight months.
This initiative has made fresh, local produce more
accessible to all members of our community.

In addition to the farmers market, we
provided further entrepreneurial
opportunities through six Pop-Up Markets
in Dale Park, featuring 51 different vendors
throughout the series. The Shoppes at
Grandon Plaza also remained active in
2024 by hosting several Pop-Up events,
supporting 19 different vendors. We are
thrilled to announce that two of these
vendors, Amber + Smoke and Janet & June,
will now have permanent locations at the
Shoppes in 2025. We look forward to
building on this growth in the coming year.

Our Downtown Beautification efforts continued
WHERE TO FIND US to thrive with the expansion of the monthly
"Team Up to Clean Up" initiative, offering

The Sanborn Building meaningful opportunities for IMPACT students
@ 15 E. 3rd Street and other community members to engage in
Sterling, IL 61081 service activities.
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o Ble SR LEI0 The lamppost flower baskets and plantings in the
&sterlingmainstreet.org raised limestone beds have added vibrant
; ; touches to our Downtown. However, the lack of
1 (9) @SterlingMainStreet financial support from the community has put
these beautification efforts at risk for 2026 and
beyond.
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